212                 BEING AN INTELLIGENT CONSUMER
may help or hinder the buyer in his choices. The storekeeper
ma}p be willing to tell pupils what causes differences in the
prices of articles which look alike to them. Sources of supply,
transportation, quality of goods, and other details not easily
detected by the consumer may be discovered by intelligent,
tactful inquiry.
Older pupils might make trips to wholesale houses and pro-
duce yards to get some idea of the size and intricacy of the
problem of providing foods for an entire community. The
preservation of foods may also be studied if canneries and
refrigeration lockers are within the range of a field trip.
Store methods of caring for foods may also be compared
with those used in the school and at home. Standards for
the improvement of pantry, refrigerator, or other storage
facilities may develop from the field trips and from time spent
in the home-living apartment where the pupils become fa-
miliar with storage arrangements.
The over-all problem of extending one's money and increas-
ing one's ability to snake good purchases in the markets and
stores leads to other activities closely correlated with it. For
example: The pupils may reveal how many times a day or
week they visit the drugstore and how much money they
spend there. Discussion of what they buy there might result
in the group comparing the commercial items and their costs
with similar homemade articles. Making tooth powder, face
powder, cold cream, or even candy and comparing their qual-
ity and cost with the commercial products is of interest to
upper grade pupils.
Consideration of the drug or cosmetic purchases might re-
sult in an analysis of items essential for the home medicine
cabinet. The school nurse can help the pupils collect and
evaluate an exhibit of desirable home remedies or items for
the cabinet. A study of labels, consumer information, gov-
ernment protection through required standards, and selling
methods might develop in natural sequence from the exhib-
ited materials.